THE    SOUTHERN    SLAVS
State in every village in the district which contains
25 German children of school age.1 The meaning of
German is liberally interpreted so that children who
know afmost no German have been enrolled in Brod
itself, Vinkovci, Vukovar, Virovitica, etc.; moreover
the Yugoslav authorities will not be able to maintain
many parallel schools, so that the German demand
may often come to mean the maintenance of a German
school and nothing else. Meanwhile those Croats
who cannot be Germanized are to be despised, for
confidential instructions circulated in 1938, for in-
stance, to the Germans in Valpovo, Ruma, Virovitica
and Garechnica, according to which the Croats are to
be regarded as half savage. Mixed marriages are there-
fore condemned. Among other recommendations is
one to avoid alcoholic drink but to sell it in as large
quantities as possible to the Croats; on occasion the
press of the Reich has supported an attitude of this
kind.2 All this should be contrasted with the views
supported by the Nazis in Zagreb in the paper Ne^avis-
most? And while some Croat peasants have demanded
a boycott of the German minority,4 it should not be
forgotten that if the Serbo-Croat negotiations of 1939
break down completely, the Nazis will renew their
campaign to enlist Croat indignation in support of
some project for German protection in (at first)
palatable disguise.
The events of 1938 naturally stimulated the arrog-
ance with which the Germans of Yugoslavia were
1  The pre-war Austrian and post-war Czech laws which provided a school
for/0r/y minority children were always considered generous.
2  Quoted in the Croat paper Hrwtski Dncvmky June 27th, 1938.
3  See above, p. 127.
4  e.g. the villagers of Racinovci.